DIPLOMAT
made me recall the visit of your War Minister. What was h
and the young colonel on his staff? That was in 1884."
"I presume that the War Minister was General Oyama Iwao, and
the colonel you mentioned was Katsura Taro. The latter studied here
and came back as our military attache in 1875. He originally intended
to study in-France where I stayed from 1871 to 1880. But your army's
siege of Paris so impressed him that he came to Your Excellency's
country instead."
"H'm, that siege was nothing." With this remark the Chancellor sud-
denly sat up, his chest bulging and his broad shoulders back. "H'm, he
made a very wise decision. Your Excellency should have acted like-
wise.'* His eyes were like bright stars. "But speaking of the siege, my
really exciting days came much later,*'
Saionji knew what was coming, for he had frequently heard the ac-
count from Bismarck's lips. He assumed a look of rapt attention while
Bismarck went on: "Although my career dates back to the 1840'$," he
said, "I presided at that epoch-making Berlin Conference in 1878 at-
tended by the outstanding diplomats and statesmen of Europe—*'
Saionji became drowsy in spite of himself. And when the Chan-
cellor pounded the table with his fist, he started up, blinking.
With another bang on the table, Bismarck continued: "I presided at
the revising of the Treaty of San Stcfano. You knew that, didn't you?"
"Yes-I mean no, Your Excellency. I have only read about it," was
his confused reply.
"Well, these arc the facts about that conference," The Chancellor
went on at great length again and traced his entire career.
"That's how we revised that treaty." This time the word 'treaty'
was a clanging bell in Sakmji's consciousness, "Yes, Your Excellency,
the treaty revision. I would like to know your attitude—"
Bismarck stared at him, "What does Your Excellency mean? I was
just-" Suddenly light broke on his face. After a heavy moment both
of them began to laugh,
Saionji apologized, "I am very sonyt Your Excellency. I was think-
ing of the treaty revision which my Government urged me to bring
to your attention once more."
"Ah, yes-that Yes* We must speak of it But it will be satisfactory
to all," Bismarck looked like a genial tiger.
"There will be a reduction of tariffs?"
"Perhaps, and on the other hand, we will deal with the naturaliza-

